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WOMEN
Q. While you have advised women in the cities to go
into the villages in order to escape from the danger of
assaults, do you not think that some of us, at any rate,
should be brave enough to face the risk ? After all, womfen
cannot become brave or self-reliant, if they are always to
be kept out of harm's way. Will not one death bravely
faced help the woman's cause ? There is danger today of
our girls being put back into the purdah, as it were, by
their parents.
A.   Of course those who are wanted in the .cities must
remain at all cost and face the worse. Nothing should be
done in bravado. When they go to the villages there will
be no purdah.  It will be all work and no freedom from
danger anywhere on this God-forsaken little ball which
two teams are kicking for all they are worth.  The days
of the purdah are gone for good.
' Sevagram, 2-3-'42
Harijan, 8-3-'42
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WOMEN'S ORDEAL
" It-is not death that matters but how you meet death,"
he remarked on another occasion. To die at the hands of
one's brother is a privilege; provided you die bravely. But
what about women who were being abducted and forcibly
converted? That no one could be 'converted* forcibly
was here beside the point. "And why should Indian
women feel so helpless ? Is bravery the monopoly of men
only? Women of course do not generally carry swords
though the Rani of Jhansi did and outdid all her contem-
poraries in the valour of the sword. Still all cannot be-
come Ranis of Jhansi. But all women can emulate the
example of Sita whom even the mighty Ravana dare not
touch: Ranis of Jhansi could be subdued."
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